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causes, a quality never too common in politics, was a
quality of sovereign virtue in Fox's day. Pitt's career was
largely a career of apostacies; and however vividly the
conditions that palliated those apostacies are remembered,
it is obvious that the continual spectacle of plausible
desertions is not particularly favourable to public integrity.
It is difficult to maintain a high tone in those popular dis-
cussions that in the best circumstances tend to find the
lower level of party convenience, when the first statesman
of the day holds to office through a series of retreats and
recantations. To recall the sinister memories of the com-
binations and stratagems of party amongst the men who
carne before Fox and Burke, and then remember how
strong and lofty a civic spirit animated Fox's sense of
party, with its loyal adherence to great principles, is to
understand how much the sincerity of English politics owes
to his example.
It is not too much to say that Fox did more than any
man of his century to raise the standard of courage and
duty in our public life. His resistance to Pitt during the
closing years of the century must always command the
admiration of the most enthusiastic adherents of his great
rival's policy, and his letters show what a burden of sorrow
and despair that struggle imposed on him. Nothing could
be more false than to argue that Fox was in politics, as
in private life, a gambler, sustained and flattered in the
crash of his ambitions by some dancing thought of the
somersaults of sudden fortune, It is clear from his letters
that he was aware of having consigned his career, not to the
chance of the die, but to a destiny as relentless as Nature's
laws. A beaten minority has usually the consolation of
knowing that, if its immediate hopes are gone, it can still
serve its country by handing on a proud tradition of political
courage, that becomes in time the common inheritance of
England. Fox was denied that consolation, for he believed
that Pitt's policy was finally destroying freedom in England,
and that the tradition of his struggle would be to future